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The social sciences are the most difficult of all the sci-
ences to supply with sufficient reference sources and especial-
ly with adequate bibliographic tools. This difficulty, of course,
stems from the intrinsic difference between the subject mat-
ter and literature of the social sciences and that of the natural
sciences. In the latter the elements of measurement and ex-
perimentation are comparatively stable and controllable. But
the material of the social sciences is man; man and his be-
havior in society; man who changes and reacts to change.
The behavior of man cannot be produced at will under lab-
oratory conditions. It can only be observed and recorded as
it happens, and it is this written record with which the social
scientist must deal. So enormous and diverse is the record
that the social scientist studies only a segment of it, that which
reveals man's economic behavior or his political behavior,
for instance.
Specialization continues to grow as knowledge becomes
divided into smaller and smaller units and reference tools
likewise become more and more specialized, but along with
this specialization there is also interdependence. The politi-
cal scientist cannot ignore economics, nor can the educator
ignore psychology, and the same statistical study may provide
data for all four fields. Thus, despite the flood of new refer-
ence works each year, the problems of the social science li-
brarian become increasingly more complex. During the last
decade some definite steps have been taken toward trying to
find solutions.
In the fall of 1948 the Graduate Library School and the
Division of the Social Sciences of the University of Chicago
received a grant from the Carnegie Corporation to support an
investigation of the desirability and feasibility of an abstract-
ing system for the social sciences. The study was later gen-
eralized to include the whole problem of bibliographical ser-
vices in the social sciences.
Social Science Abstracts was established in 1928 to cover
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the whole range of social science literature but it ceased in the
depths of the depression because of a lack of funds. Today
some fields and sub-fields of the social sciences are served
by such tools as Psychological Abstracts and the Population
Index. "In other fields," the report resulting from the Uni-
versity of Chicago study declares, "the situation is not so hap-
py. Economists, sociologists, anthropologists, historians,
and political scientists do not have adequate bibliographical
coverage in their own fields. "* This study found librarians in
almost complete agreement that the existing bibliographic ser-
vices in the social sciences as a whole were the poorest of any
of the major fields of knowledge.
Two recommendations were made for the immediate im-
provement of the situation, (l)a system of review articles on
particular social science problems, and (2) a system of se-
lected abstracts covering fields not served in this way. They
recommended specifically one abstracting service for econom-
ics and one for sociology, anthropology and political science
with history being handled by itself or with the latter.
Whether as a direct result of this study or not, modifica-
tions of some of these proposals have since been tried with
varying degrees of success. Most of them have come under the
auspices of UNESCO. In 1950, the International Committee
for Social Science Documentation was formed, with UNESCO's
support, in order to promote the development of all biblio-
graphical and documentary activities of interest in the social
sciences. The committee considered its main task that of
supplying each social science discipline with the basic biblio-
graphical instruments essential to it. Through this committee
UNESCO has made good progress toward this objective and
the International Bibliographies of Economics, Political Sci-
ence, and Sociology are now available. The first two are is-
sued annually and the last is part of a publication called Cur-
rent Sociology, which appears quarterly and alternates issues
of the Bibliography with trend reports on subjects of particu-
lar importance in sociology. Another quarterly begun by
UNESCO is International Political Science Abstracts which
presents in each issue approximately 500 abstracts from jour-
nals throughout the world. It has become so well established
that with volume five it was taken over entirely by the Inter-
national Political Science Association and published by Black-
well. Other concrete bibliographical accomplishments of
UNESCO have been the International Social Science Bulletin,
Education Abstracts, Theses in the Social Sciences, and the
World List of Social Science Periodicals.
- 68 -
A number of abstracting services have appeared in recent
years under auspices other than UNESCO, among them Histor-
ical Abstracts. Economic Abstracts, Personnel Management
Abstracts, and Sociological Abstracts. Economic Abstracts
seems to have already ceased but on the other hand Sociological
Abstracts, now in its fifth volume, sees its goal of worid-wide
coverage of sociological literature coming closer. These ex-
amples of some of the available bibliographies and abstracts
help to point up the problems of bibliographic organization in
the social sciences and current trends toward their solution.
There is still a great deal of fragmentation and all libraries
cannot subscribe to all of the services. A smaller library will
usually find the abstracts more useful than the international
bibliographies for an "abstract performs two important func-
tions: it serves as a guide to the most valuable in an embar-
rassment of valuables, and it becomes a substitute for the
complete reading of matters of marginal interest. "*
In reviewing the list of new reference sources in the social
sciences, appended to the end of this paper, it is readily ap-
parent that there are more items from some fields than others.
However, some of the disciplines within the social sciences
have less need for new sources than others. Some areas need
to consolidate their holdings, so to speak, while others tread on
uncharted ground. Some works are of the type that would be
included on any list, while others are decidedly "off-beat. "
Therefore, some of the items on the list are long-awaited re-
visions of, or additions to, older works while others are rep-
resentative of types of publications now coming out, and still
others are simply the only thing in their field.
In history, the problem has been mainly one of up-dating,
consolidating, and summarizing. From the wealth of things
published recently in this field, three works, all pertaining to
American history are worth special mention. They have com-
pletely different uses as one is a bibliography, one an index,
and one an encyclopedia.
The bibliography is the Harvard Guide to American His-
tory and is the long-awaited successor to the Channing, Hart,
and Turner Guide to the Study and Reading of American His-
tory published in 1912. The Guide brought the subject to 1910
and has been out-of-print for twenty years. The present work
includes publication through December 31, 1950. Because the
output of the past forty years has been "depressingly abun-
dant, " as the editors phrase it, they have had to completely
revise the earlier work, as well as bring it up to date. They
characterize their task as one not so much of "simple compi-
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lation as of rigorous selection among the items most useful
for present-day needs . "
As evidence of the depressing abundance of publication in
American history the editors of the Harvard Guide cited the
annual publication, Writings on American History, formerly
published by the American Historical Association and now
compiled by the Library of Congress. An index to the wealth
of material listed in these volumes from 1902 to 1940 is now
available under the title Index to the Writings on American
History. It was compiled through the efforts of David Matte-
son whose patience and diligence in its compilation are record-
ed in the reports of the American Historical Association. Un-
fortunately, he died before seeing its completion. The volume
is more than a cumulation of the indexes to the individual vol-
umes since it has also been compiled from the subject matter
of these volumes and contains references and subject classi-
fications which will not be found in the separate indexes. Cer-
tainly it is a welcome addition to the history reference shelf.
The third item in American history is Morris 1 Encyclo-
pedia of American History. To quote from the introduction to
the book, "The aim of the Encyclopedia is to provide in a
single handy volume the essential historical facts about Amer-
ican life and institutions. The organization is both chronolog-
ical and topical. Dates, events, achievements, and persons
stand out, but the text is designed to be read as a narrative.
IM* '
The work is divided into three main parts, the Basic Chrono-
logy, Topical Chronology, and Biographical Section. The index
lists such things as the "Maine" sinking or the Root-Takahira
Agreement and refers to the proper page in the Basic Chrono- '
logy. Under Music in the Topical Chronology the debuts of
musical artists are given and under Theater, a list of Pulitzer
Prize plays. While there are a number of books of this type on
the market, some limited just to dates and others which elab-
orate a little upon historical facts, Morris is probably one of
the most useful.
In the biography field there is a continuing and growing
group of Who's Whos. Two recent additions, Who's Who in
Germany and Who's Who in World Jewry, are especially sig-
nificant. The former means that it will no longer be necessary
to struggle with Wer ist Wer but that brief biographies of
well-known figures in the German Federal Republic are avail-
able in English. The latter is the first to take special notice
of Jews outside of the United States and with the growth of
Israel it should prove helpful.
Most important, however, from the standpoint of social
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scientists is the ninth edition of American Men of Science. This
work is now in three volumes and volume three is devoted to
the social and behavioral sciences. In addition to psychologists,
geographers, and anthropologists, who were also to be found
in earlier editions, this volume includes men in such fields as
economics, sociology, political science, and industrial man-
agement. It was originally planned to cover historians as well
but this plan was changed. They are, however, included in the
new third edition of the Directory of American Scholars being
classed with the humanities.
A number of new reference sources in the field of politi-
cal science reflect the growth of interest in international re-
lations and the need for aids to study in this field. Especially
important in this area are two works compiled by Amos J.
Peaslee. The first one published and probably the most used
is Constitutions of Nations originally published in 1950 and al-
ready out in its second edition in 1956. As the Foreword
states, "Since the publication of the first edition in 1950 major
changes have occurred in the texts or status of the constitutions
of 35 of the total of 89 nations
--approximately 40 per cent of
them. Five new countries have become generally recognized
sovereign nations. "* The summary of each country includes
international status, form of national government, the source
of sovereign power, the rights of the people, the make-up of
the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the govern-
ment, and the area, population, and language of the country,
plus a full text of the country's constitution and a bibliography.
Comparative tables on participation in international organiza-
tions and the other items summarized in the text are located
in the back of the book.
The second compilation by Mr. Peaslee, this time a two
volume work, is entitled International Government Organiza-
tions; Constitutional Documents and ". . .this is a compilation
relating only to international organizations created by govern-
ments, and themselves of a governmental nature." Under
each organization, the Organization of American States for
example, a summary is given followed by the text of its consti-
tution, and often a bibliography is included.
Still in the field of international relations but narrowing
its scope from the world to Europe is the European Yearbook,
now in its third volume. On the back of the title page for the
1957 edition is the statement, "The aim of the European Year-
book is to promote the scientific study of European organiza-
tions and their work. " This yearbook contains articles on such
topics as European integration, productivity, and Western
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policy toward Russia and the satellites. These articles are
written in either English or French with a summary in the
other language. Following this is a documentary section on
European organizations with many of the documents printed in
English and French on opposite pages. The final section is a
bibliography of books and pamphlets on European integration.
The Fund for the Republic, recognizing the need for some
comprehensive aids to the study of communism in the United
States, has produced two valuable reference works, Bibliog-
raphy on the Communist Problem in the United States and the
Digest of the Public Record of Communism in the United States.
Over half of the Bibliography is devoted to a listing of works
by author with brief descriptive comments on each. This is
followed by a subject index with such headings as Organization,
Objectives and Techniques, Communism and American Institu-
tions. The appendices give antecedents of organized commun-
ism, a brief discussion of world communism, a list of com-
munist and left-wing periodicals, and a short reading list on
communism.
The Digest, a companion volume to this work, is a source
book. It "undertakes to collect in one place, readily available
to any person desiring to familiarize himself with the Commu-
nist problem, digests or extracts of public records of the most
significant executive action, legislation and legislative com-
mittee proceedings, and court proceedings relevant to this
question in the United States. " Part one gives federal statutes,
regulations, and decisions under such headings as Sabotage,
Teaching and Advocacy of Subversive Doctrines, Perjury and
Obstruction of Justice, and Passports. Part two is devoted to
state statutes and decisions. Here the answers to some of
those questions that still come up from time to time concern-
ing loyalty oaths in various states are found. Finally there is
a section of public documents originating in the House, Senate,
and Executive Departments of the federal government.
A final item in the field of political science is National
Party Platforms 1840-1956 which should prove to be a very use-
ful compilation in both large and small libraries. The plat-
forms are grouped chronologically by campaign with a brief
statement at the beginning of each year of the parties compet-
ing in that year.
Concern with international affairs is evident in works in
education and economics as well as those in political science.
In education, in addition to its concrete accomplishments in
the field of social science bibliography, UNESCO has provided
the World Survey of Education, sub- titled, "Handbook of Edu-
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cational Organization and Statistics. " They expect to publish
this work every three years in English and French. It begins
with a world survey chapter and comparative statistics, fol-
lowed by 194 national and territorial chapters giving the legal
basis, administrative organization, number of schools, teach-
ers, and pupils. There is a useful bibliography at the end of
each chapter and a glossary at the end of the book.
According to the Yearbook of Anthropology, "The discipline
of anthropology in recent years has grown spectacularly in its
influence and in its numbers of students and professional
workers. " In order to report these major accomplishments
and trends in the field, this yearbook was begun in 1955. It
includes a guest editorial, chapters on man's past (man's
present is projected for the next volume), considerations of
theory and practice, a regional round-up for Europe and
Southwest Asia, and reference data. The latter which deals
with dissertations, awards, associations, etc., is to be great-
ly expanded in future issues. It remains to be seen, however,
how regularly these projected volumes will appear.
Turning to economics, broadly defined, the international
emphasis is on two important new works: World Population and
Production and World Commerce and Governments, both by
W.S. and E.S. Woytinsky. The volumes represent "an effort
to put between the covers of two manageable volumes what
amounts to a statistical picture of the collective resources, as
well as the economic performance and promise of the full
array of the nations of the world. "9
Volume one deals with man and his environment, world
needs and resources, agriculture, energy and mining, and
manufactures, giving historical background, statistical tables,
and trends under each heading. Trade, transportation, and
governments comprise the subject matter of the second volume.
These volumes should prove especially valuable to the small
library which cannot afford many primary statistical sources.
To help librarians, and their patrons, through the maze
of business services and publications, and to suggest other
types of information sources to those active in business and
governmental management as well as students in these fields,
two business librarians have published guides. Marian C.
Manley, former business librarian of the Newark Public Li-
brary, has compiled an introduction to these sources in Busi-
ness Information; How to Find and Use It. A year later in
1956, Paul Wasserman, librarian and assistant professor,
Graduate School of Business and Public Administration, Cor-
nell University, published Information for Administrators.
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Although these two works cover some of the same ground, the
emphasis in the Manley book is on published sources while
Wasserman gives special attention to other types of informa-
tion sources, including agencies, associations, and govern-
mental programs. Typical chapter headings in his book are,
"Libraries as Information Centers," "Government as a Source
of Information," and "The Informational Role of the Chambers
of Commerce. "
A useful work specifically geared to the associations is
the Encyclopedia of American Associations: A Guide to the
Trade, Business, Professional, Labor, Scientific, Educational,
Fraternal and Social Organizations of the United States. In
1949 the United States Department of Commerce published
National Associations of the United States which turned out to
be one of the most used books on the reference shelf but by
1956 it was out of date. The new Encyclopedia of American
Associations gives the name, address, chief paid official or
secretary, number of members, number of staff, founding
date, brief description of activities, and purpose for all types
of associations, including Chambers of Commerce. Supple-
ments include labor unions and a functional topical index.
Out of the large number of atlases published in the last
few years two British sets, Times Atlas of the World and the
Oxford Economic Atlases, stand out as new and major ventures.
The Times produced its first atlas in 1899 and between 1920
and 1922 came out with a much more elaborate atlas, pub-
lished in parts and called the Times Survey Atlas of the World.
Now the mid-century edition is entirely new and is designed to
serve as an interesting atlas for general, official, and library
use. Volume three, the first number in this edition, covering
"Northern Europe" was published in 1955, and the plan is to
publish another volume each spring until all five have been
issued. Volume four, "Mediterranean and Africa, " and Vol-
ume five, "The Americas," have appeared as scheduled. Vol-
ume one, "The World, Australia, East Asia," should be issued
next spring and Volume two, "India, Middle East, Russia, "in
1959. These atlases have an attractive format and design.
Most of the plates are in eight colors with fine detail and clear,
beautiful cartography. Each volume is well bound and has its
own index of place names. All in all this is a long awaited and
welcome set of maps.
Oxford is a newcomer to the atlas publishing field but al-
ready has about half a dozen atlases on the market including
the Concise Oxford Atlas and the Oxford Home Atlas of the
World. It is, however, the economic series which represents
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its major contribution thus far. In 1954 it published the
Oxford Economic Atlas of the World, planning to follow it with
regional atlases dealing with smaller areas in much greater
detail. The Atlas of the World contains physical and general
reference maps in an introductory section, followed by ten
sections of commodity maps under such headings as cereals,
fruit and wine, and fuel and power. A concluding part is de-
voted to population and communications. The index is ar-
ranged by country with tables for each.
The first of the regional atlases to be received is the one
for Russia and Eastern Europe. Commodity and other maps
are accompanied by concise summaries of the history, distri-
bution, present status of the various industries, crops, and
other data. Since the area covered includes eastern Europe,
it is the first time easily accessible geographical information
of a much neglected part of the world has been available. Seven
other regional atlases are to follow with the Middle East and
North Africa announced for January at a price of $10. 00.
Along with the wealth of European travel books revisions
of some of the volumes in the American Guide Series are com-
ing out. This series was originally compiled by the Workers
iof the Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administration
and has proven a very useful series but is now out of date.
New editions using 1950 census figures have appeared for New
Mexico, Arizona, California, Minnesota, Missouri, and North
Carolina and more are announced. However, some reprints
are still being published.
A very useful little book, dealing with a particular city, is
SNew York City Guide c>Ad Almanac 1957-1958. This contains
, such information as: the estimated increase in the number of
'dwelling units from 1950 to 1956 in New York City was 125,700;
the assessed valuation of the Chrysler Building is $14,000,000;
and Broadway production statistics and information about
neighborhood weekly newspapers, for instance, the Coney
Island Times has a circulation of 6,500. The book also has
numerous illustrations of people and places. Such handbooks
would be useful for other large American cities and particular-
ly for Chicago in this part of the country.
One of the most useful new sources in the social sciences
is the Five-Year Index to Facts on File. It covers the years
1951 to 1955 and earlier ones are planned. Facts on File is
not only a self-sufficient source of news facts, but a means
ifor determining the exact date an event was reported in the
press. It is for this last purpose that the index will be partic-
ularly useful. It is arranged in five parallel columns, one
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column for each year. Since this is World Series season,
baseball will serve as a good example. Under Stan Musial in
this index, the first column, that is in 1951, indicates that he
hit an All-Star game homer on July 10. Moving to the right,
in 1952 he won the National League batting title. In 1953
among other things, he signed his contract on January 5th. In
1954, the next column shows, he set a single day homer mark.
And the column farthest to the right for 1955 lists another
homer he hit to win the All-Star game on July 12. An examina-
tion of the index under Nobel Prizes shows the date they were
given in each of the years covered. Similarly under "Motion
Pictures" subheading "Censorship, " the cases of movie cen-
sorship are given for each year with the date.
With these and similar new sources, it may be that the
social scientist can keep abreast of the literature in his field
a little more easily, and possibly reference librarians can
answer a few more questions a little more quickly--if only the
patron would ask the right question.
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